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MEMORANDUM TO: 
FROM: 
REGARDIN6: 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
June 26, 1970 
Dr. William R. Hourigan 
Dean 
College of .Applied A rte 
and Health Programs 
Earl Wasaom 
Acting Head 
ARCHIVE~ 
Department of Library Science 
Annual Departmental Report 
Upon pour request, I respectfully submit the Annual 
Departmental Report for the Department of L ibrary Science, 
Academic Year, 19$ 9 - 1970. 
EV. /drs 
Enclosure 
ANNUAL REPORT 
DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY SCIENCE 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 
The Department of Library Science was administratively placed in 
the College of Applied Arts and Health Programs during t h e 1969-1970 
academic year. This annual report will describe briefly the (1) Purposes , 
(2) Faculty, (3) Curriculum, (4) Students, and (5) Resource s of the depart-
ment during the past year. 
Purposes 
The current knowledge explosion along with the proliferation of 
instructional devices and teaching methods has focused the attention of the 
l earner in the public schools and his teacher more clearly upon the libraries 
in these centers of l earning. Furthermore, teacher education programs in 
universities and colleges are demanding excellence of teaching among the ir 
candidates for degrees and state certification. Innovation is no l onger un-
common in the public school classroom and the resources f or innovative 
practices are f ound in the school media centers. 
It is the stated purpose of the D e partment of Library S c i ence to t rain 
librarians and media specialists to assume roles of l eadership in the learn-
ing process of their as signe d school or district. The extreme shortage of 
this type of personne l places greater responsibility upon the department in 
recruiting students, upgrading curriculum, and providing adequate and 
meaningful laboratory ex periences for these students. 
Faculty 
Administrative support for the dep-arhnent has been gratifying. In 
1967, Library Science was declared an academic department and a head 
with the terminal degree was appointed, D uring the 1968- 69 academic ye ar, 
two additional full-time faculty members were appointed along with a 
departmental secretary. The 1969-70 academic year provided another fac -
ulty member, a teaching- graduate assistant, a graduate assis tant and a 
library aid to administer the departmental collection. This reflects a 300 
per cent increase in teaching facul ty, the services of a full - time secretary, 
clerical assistant, and the equivalent of a full-time g r aduate assistant over 
the three year history of this department. 
Th e activities of the faculty members for the past ye ar are as follows : 
Vera Grinstead. -- Miss Griri:stead, MSLS and Associate Professor 
has taught eight sections, served in an advisory capacity as Past-President 
of the Kentucky Library Association and was sel ected as a participant in a 
Federally sponsored institute. She is enrolled in post- master ' s graduate 
wor k, Sununer, 1970. 
Imogene Siinps on. Miss Simpson, MA and Associate Professor 
has taught ten sections and has served on Academic Council. 
Earl Wassam. -- Mr. Wassam, EdD, Professor, H e ad of the 
D epartment, and Assistant Dean for Academic Services has taught three 
sections, a graduate course in the Owensboro Consortium, served on 
Academic Council, College of Applie d Arts and Health Programs Curricvlum 
Committee a n d the Art s and Sciences Curriculum Com mittee. H e has pub-
lished one article and has be en selected as a participant in a F ederally 
Funded Institute . 
Don Brightup. -- Mr. Brightup, MS, MEd and Assistant Professor 
has taught tw e lve sections and has supervised the student teache rs in their 
library exp e rience. H e has s e rve d on the College of Applie d Arts and 
Health Programs Curriculum Committee, and the Teache r Education Com-
mittee. H e has develope d and produced three video tape programs on var-
ious aspects of childrens lite rature and is d eveloping, in conjunction with 
anothe r departmental member, a library orie ntation program. H e is e ngage-cl 
in post maste r 1 s graduate work. 
Dale J ohns on. -- Mr. Johnson, MLS and Assistant Professor has 
taught eleven sections and has served on the Academic Probation Board for 
the university . He is a member of a com mittee developing a freshman orien-
tation program. He is engaged in post master ' s work. 
Esthe r Carter. - - Miss Carter, MLS and Associate Professor has 
taught t en sections and has served on the D e partmental Curriculum Comm'"' 
ittee. She is e ngaged i n post master's work. 
Francis Chubb. - - Mrs. Chubb, MA (1970) Graduate Assistant 
taught the course, LS 101 Use of the Library to twelve s e ctions. These 
w e re one-hour s e ctions composed of fre shmen who wishe d to become orient-
e d to WKU Library Services. Mrs. Chubb received an MA in the Spr ing, 
1970 graduation. 
Curriculum 
Both a major and minor in Library Science is offered under the 
Teacher Education Curriculum on the undergraduate level and an MA in 
Education with a minor in Library Science has been available. In recent 
action, the Academic Counc il, upon recommendation of the Graduate Council 
and other appropriate college curricula committees, approved an MA in 
Education with a major in Library Science. 
Three n ew graduate courses have been approved during this academic 
year. They are: LS 501, Organizati on and Administration of the Instructional 
' 
Materials C enter; LS 508, Advanced Reference; and Ed 541, Seminar in 
School Libraries. 
Departmental courses now number fourteen representing forty-one 
hours and four courses cross-listed with the College of Education represent-
ing thirteen hours of credit. This is a total of eighteen courses and fifty -
three hours, all taught by departmental faculty. 
Students 
Librarianship is becoming an expanding career for both men and 
women in many types of information centers. With the added employment 
opportunities and prospects for advancement along with mor e advanced 
training at We stern, the Department of Library Science has experienced 
growth of unusual proportions. Table I shows that more majors and minors 
in Library Science have been trained in the past three years than in the 
eight years previous to this time . Growth of majors, minors, and graduate. 
students has grown proportionally. The statistics of the past decade indicate 
554 students, 237 majors, 205 minors, and 112 graduate students have been 
enrolled in the curriculum. 
On May 29, 1970, twenty-one Bachelor degrees were awarded and 
four Master degree's were awarded with major or m in or concentrations 
in Library Science. 
Table II demonstrates the types of students enrolled during the past 
semester, Freshmen enrolled in Library Science 101 along with second-
semester Sophomores taking Library Science 288 , Children's Literature 
numbered 362. The 101 course is an elective while the 288 course is not 
' 
only required for library certification but e l ementary education teacher 
certification as well. The total students for Spring, 1970 was 477 . 
Resources 
Financial. Table III shows the funding that has been available for 
the department for the past three years and the departmental allocations 
for fiscal year 1970-71. Financial resources have increased from $21,418.00 
to $83,842.00 since Library Science has gained departmental status, Re-
sources have been systematically added to the department allowing innova-
tion and up-grading of the instructional program. 
Instructional Facilities. -- Located on the ground floor of the Helm 
Library, the classrooms, offices and library area serve adequately the 
program of the department. An extensive collection of 14, 000 volum.es of 
children and juvenile books are typical holdings in a model K-12 school 
library. These materials serve as resources supportative of all book sele<; -
tion courses offered in the curricula. The professional collection of books, 
periodicals, and other materials are an exemplory source of research 
material for all other departmental courses . 
The main university collection of 398,000 volumes and 2 , 500 journal 
titles enrich and broaden the general education of students within the de-
partment. 
Year Major 
1960 5 
1961 8 
1962 6 
1963 6 
1964 17 
1965 17 
1966 20 
1967 10 
1968 49 
1969 45 
1970 54 
TOTAL 237 
TABLE I 
LIBRARY SCIENCE STUDENTS 
1960-1970 
Minor Graduate 
6 2 
3 2 
10 6 
9 7 
12 5 
15 6 
14 7 
15 8 
51 25 
32 21 
38 23 
205 112 
Total 
13 
13 
22 
22 
34 
38 
41 
33 
125 
98 
115 
554 
TABLE II 
LIBRARY SCIENCE STUD ENTS 
Spring, 1970 
Classification 
All Students (LS 101, 288 included) 
Library Science Maj ors 
Library Science Minors 
Library Science Graduate Students 
Number 
362 
54 
38 
23 
Year 
1967-68 
1968-69 
1969-70 
1970-71 
TABLE III 
DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY SO.IENCE 
FINANCIAL RESOURCES 
P e rsonal 
Services 
18 , 534. 00 
44,229. 00 
75,469.00 
80, 201. 00 
Current 
Operating 
Expenses 
1, 043. 00 
928.00 
1, 225. 00 
1, 375. 00 
Capital 
Outlay 
1, 841. 00 
2,174.00 
2,432.00 
2,266.00 
Total 
21,418. 00 
47,331.00 
79,126.00 
83,842.00 
LIBRARY SCIENCE STUDENTS 
Year Ma jor Minor Gradua t e St udent 
1930 2 4 0 
1931 7 5 0 
1932 16 3 0 
1933 25 1 0 
1934 10 5 0 
1935 0 10 0 
1936 0 5 0 
1937 0 6 0 
1938 0 7 0 
1939 0 10 0 
1940 0 6 0 
1941 0 10 0 
1942 0 9 0 
1943 0 10 0 
1944 No Figures Ava ilabl e 
1945 0 18 0 
1946 0 12 d 
1947 0 10 0 
l9 L18 5 3 0 
1949 9 4 0 
1950 10 11 0 
1951 13 3 0 
1952 14 4 0 
1953 7 1 0 
1954 14 3 0 
1955 3 0 0 
1956 7 0 0 
1957 12 5 0 
1958 5 3 0 
1959 6 3 6 
1960 5 6 2 
1961 8 3 2 
1962 6 10 6 
1963 6 9 7 
1964 17 12 5 
1965 17 15 6 
1966 20 14 7 
1967 10 15 8 
1968 49 51 25 
1969 45 32 21 
1970 54 38 23 
Sta tistics from 1930 tp 1970 , i ncl usive , compil ed from r ecords in the Library 
Science off i ce and f rom the Tal isman . 
' 
Spring, 1970 
Total students taking LS courses - 362 
Total LS major students 54 
Total LS minor students - 38 
Total LS graduate students - 23 
On May 29, 1970, Bachelor degrees awarded - 21 
Master degrees awarded - 4 
